Heritage Management of the Monastery of Aghios Lot
at Deir “Ain ‘Abata in Jordan

From the outset of the Deir ‘Ain ‘Abata project in 1988 every effort was made by its director, Dr
Konstantinos D. Politis, to involve the local community, emphasize that the cultural heritage of the site
belonged to them and try to relate the archaeological discoveries to the realities of their present lives.
This was particularly challenging because the Ghor es-Safi is a relatively underdeveloped region of
Jordan and consequently its inhabitants are financially disadvantaged and inadequately

educated. The most immediate and obvious benefit for them was the employment offered by the
project. During the project’s seasons from 1988 to 2003, which were sponsored by the British
Museum, a core of the local labourers would return to work at Deir ‘Ain ‘Abata which provided a
great financial advantage to them and their extended families. Eventually, with the establishment of a
Department of Antiquities office on-site and the increasing demand for ancient sites to be guarded,
some of these workmen were able to secure permanent jobs. The archaeological and conservation
skills which some of the workers had acquired from on-site training further enhanced their
employment opportunities.

With the completion of the archaeological excavation of the Monastery of Aghios Lot, its development
as a site with tourism potential created further opportunities for the local community. The Ministry of
Tourism and Antiquities of Jordan made substantial funds available to consolidate all the ancient
structures, re-build a long protective wall above the site and improve visitor accessibility by building a
road and a stone stairway leading up to the site. The conservation and the re-installation of the mosaic
pavements was sponsored by the European Centre for Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Monuments
under the supervision of Dr Stefania Chlouveraki and the project director. The study and design for a
protective shelter above them was made by Dr Zaki Aslan and is awaiting funding.

Deir ‘Ain ‘Abata was proclaimed a magam (holy site of Islam) by H.M. the late King Hussein in 1995.
In 2004 Jordan proposed the site should be on UNESCO’s World Heritage List. It 1s currently on the
Tentative List, showing how valued the site has become.

Finally in 2005, the building of a museum at Deir ‘Ain ‘Abata guaranteed the permanent protection of
the site and ensured long-term benefits for the local community. Furthermore, the displaying of
archaeological finds from the excavations demonstrated, for the first time, the presence of a long local
history thereby creating a sense of heritage. This was the aim of the Hellenic Society for Near Eastern
Studies which designed the exhibition.

K_D. Politis

Aerial view of the Monastery of Aghios Lot after excavations
showing protective wall above and stairway below
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Instalhng llfted mosaic in the site museum
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Digital restoration of lifted mosaic
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Impressions of mosalc-makcr S
footprints on lime mortar in
which mosaic was laid
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGN
INTERPRETATION AND PROTECTION

SHELTER DESIGN PROPOSAL
BASILICA CHURGH - COVERING THE SPAGES IN URDER TO PROTECT
THE CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSUMING PRIORITY

ACCORDING T0 THEIR VALUES - MAINTAIN THE SPATIAL DREANIZATION (F THE BASLICA

TiHE RECONSTRUCTION PROPUSAL ACCORDING 1O THE INCLUDING THE REPRESENTATION OF IF5 NARTHEX

MATERIAL EVIDENGE PROVIDED BY THE RUING

THE MOSAIC AND MATERIAL CUILTURE SHELTER

- INTERPRET THE SPATIAL ORGAMIZATION OF THE
BASILICA (REPRESENTATION OF THE THREE AISLES)
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Consolodated Contractors Co. after Zaki Aslan
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